
SLAVERY ON STATEN ISLAND

A DUTCH PERSPECTIVE



A small nation located in northeastern Europe



STAATEN EYLANDT



17th Century Holland

ÅThe Netherlands in the 17th century was a 
competitive nation that was busy expanding her 
empire in the New World. 

ÅThe Netherlands aka Holland controlled Suriname 
in South America, five islands in the Caribbean 
and the area known as Staaten Eylandt. 



Peter Stuyvesant, 1592-1672
ÅColonial governor of New Netherland,1647-1665

ÅDirector of  Dutch colony of Curacao, 1634-1644

ÅIn  1644 his attack of  the island of  St. Martin left him wounded and 
the loss of one leg.







The Middle Passage

Journey  from Africa to the New World





THE  DUTCH  AND  STATEN  ISLAND SLAVERY 

Peter Stuyvesant defined slavery as 

άŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦέ

Å IN 1626, ELEVEN MALES SAILED INTO NEW 
AMSTERDAM

ÅBY 1639, AFRICAN SLAVES WERE A VISIBLE 
PRESENCE ON STATEN ISLAND



PETER MINUIT 

THE PURCHASE OF MANHATTAN FOR TRINCKETS 
EQUALING 24 DOLLARS



January 5, 1639

SETTLEMENT OF STATEN ISLAND 

BY CAPTAIN DAVID PIETERZ DEVRIES


